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history  of  fort  ord 


SAILING  PROUDLY  into  the  bustling  harbor  of  the  Mexican  port  of  Monte¬ 
rey  on  July  2,  1846,  was  the  trim  Frigate  Savannah,  the  flagship  of 
Commodore  John  Drake.  Five  days  later  the  stars  and  stripes  were  officially 
raised  above  the  Customs  House,  and  a  21 -gun  salute  proclaimed  the  area 
as  Territory  of  the  United  States. 

The  Customs  House  still  stands  today.  The  American  flag,  altered  only 
by  the  addition  of  stars  denoting  states  of  the  nation,  still  flies.  And  since 
that  day  the  United  States  Army  has  played  a  prominent  and  significant 
part  in  the  development  of  the  Monterey  Bay  area. 

It  was  a  young  officer  of  that  era  for  whom  Fort  Ord  was  ultimately  to 
receive  its  name.  He  was  Edward  Cresap  Ord  who  had  served  with  Fre¬ 
mont's  Army  and  who  was  a  lieutenant  when  the  nearby  Presidio  of  Mon¬ 
terey  was  developed.  Lieutenant  Ord  distinguished  himself  in  many  bitter 
Civil  War  clashes  and  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  Major  General. 

The  need  for  a  military  reservation  that  was  to  become  Fort  Ord  arose 
from  the  stationing  at  the  Presidio  of  Monterey  the  famous  1 1  th  Cavalry 
and  the  76th  Field  Artillery.  The  terrain  in  this  area  was  ideally  suited  for 
the  maneuvers  of  the  finely-mounted  riders  and  the  horse-drawn  caissons. 
It  also  was  large  enough  for  a  field  artillery  impact  range. 

It  was  in  1917  that  the  government  bought  some  15,000  acres,  lying 
mostly  in  the  area  of  the  post's  present  East  Garrison. 

It  was  named  Gigling  after  a  well-known  German  family  that  had  come 
to  the  country  many  years  before.  The  present-day  post,  which  includes 
that  original  land,  contains  more  than  28,600  acres.  Its  terrain  is  similar 
to  the  varied  types  American  Servicemen  have  fought  on  throughout  the 
world.  This  diversity  makes  it  an  ideal  Infantry  training  grounds. 

The  transformation  of  the  reservation  from  that  of  a  maneuver  area  to 
a  permanent  post  within  such  a  short  time  was  a  near  miracle  of  construc¬ 
tion.  In  August,  1940,  when  war  clouds  of  Europe  drifted  closer  to  America, 
the  first  building  contract  was  let.  It  was  $3,000,000  to  construct  barracks 
for  the  newly  activated  7th  Division.  The  late  General  Joseph  "Vinegar 
Joe"  Stilwell  was  in  command. 


(continued  inside  back  end  sheet) 
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on-the-job  trainees  take  active  parts  in 
P.  I.  O’s  daily  radio  broadcasts  and  in 
the  production  of  the  weekly  post 
newspaper,  the  fort  ord  panorama. 
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I  AM  THE  INFANTRY 

I  am  the  Infantry — Queen  of  Battle!  I  meet  the  enemy  face  to  face  .  .  . 
will  to  will.  For  two  centuries,  I  have  been  the  bulwark  of  our  Nation’s  de¬ 
fense  ...  I  am  the  Infantry!  Follow  me! 

Both  hardship  .  .  .  and  glory,  I  have  known.  My  bleeding  feet  stained 
the  snow  at  Valley  Forge.  I  pulled  an  oar  to  cross  the  icy  Delaware  .  .  . 
tasted  victory  at  Yorktown  .  .  .  and  saw  our  Nation  born. 

At  New  Orleans,  I  fought  beyond  the  hostile  hour  .  .  .  discovered  the 
fury  of  my  long  rifle  .  .  .  and  came  of  age.  I  am  the  Infantry! 

I  pushed  westward  with  the  Conestoga  .  .  .  and  marched  with  the  pioneer 
across  the  plains  ...  to  build  outposts  for  freedom  on  the  wild  frontier. 
Follow  me! 

With  Scott  I  went  to  Vera  Cruz  .  .  .  battled  Santa  Anna  in  the  moun¬ 
tain  passes  .  .  .  and  climbed  the  high  plateau.  I  planted  our  flag  in  the 
Plaza  of  Mexico  City. 

From  Bull  Run  to  Appomattox  my  blood  ran  red.  I  fought  for  both  the 
Blue  and  the  Grey  .  .  .  divided  in  conflict,  I  united  in  peace  .  .  . 

I  am  the  Infantry. 

I  left  these  shores  with  the  sinking  of  the  Maine  .  .  .  led  the  charge  up 
San  Juan  Hill  .  .  .  and  fought  the  Moro — and  disease — in  the  Philippines. 
Across  the  Rio  Grande,  I  chased  the  bandit,  Villa.  Follow  me! 

At  Chateau-Thierry,  I  went  over  the  top.  I  stood  like  a  rock  on  the  Marne 
.  .  .  cracked  the  Hindenburg  Line  .  .  .  and  broke  the  back  of  the  Hun  in 
the  Argonne.  I  didn’t  come  back  until  it  was  "over,  over  there.” 

At  Bataan  and  Corregidor,  I  bowed  briefly,  licked  my  wounds  and  vowed 
to  return.  I  invaded  Tunisia  on  the  African  shore  .  .  .  dug  my  nails  into  the 
sand  at  Anzio  .  .  .  and  bounced  into  Rome  with  a  flower  in  my  helmet. 

The  Channel  and  the  hedgerow  could  not  hold  me.  I  pushed  back  the 
"Bulge”  .  .  .  vaulted  the  Rhine  .  .  .  and  seized  the  Heartland.  The  "Thou¬ 
sand-Year”  Reich  was  dead. 

From  island  to  island,  I  hopped  the  Pacific  ...  hit  the  beaches  .  .  .  and 
chopped  my  way  through  swamp  and  jungle.  I  kept  my  vow  ...  I  did  re¬ 
turn  ...  I  set  the  Rising  Sun. 

In  Pusan  perimeter  I  gathered  my  strength  .  .  .  crossed  the  frozen  Han 
.  .  .  marched  to  the  Yalu.  Along  the  38th  parallel  ...  and  around  the  world, 
I  made  my  stand. 

Wherever  brave  men  fight  ...  and  die,  for  freedom,  you  will  find  me. 
I  am  the  bulwark  of  our  Nation’s  defense.  I  am  always  ready  .  .  .  now,  and 
forever.  I  am  the  Infantry — Queen  of  Battle!  Follow  Me! 

(Reprinted  through  courtesy  of  Infantry  Magazine) 


MAJOR  GENERAL  ORLANDO  C.  TROXEL,  JR. 

COMMANDING  GENERAL 

Orlando  C.  Troxel,  Jr.,  was  born  15  February  1908  at  Fort  William  McKinley,  P.I.  He  attended  schools  at  Army  posts  and 
Washington,  D.C.  On  11  June  1931  he  was  graduated  from  West  Point  as  a  second  lieutenant.  Early  assignments  included 
Field  Artillery  school  and  units. 

He  was  graduated  from  the  Command  and  General  Staff  School,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas  in  1942,  from  where  he  was 
assigned  to  the  4th  Infantry  Division,  later  becoming  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  G-3,  of  the  division.  He  remained  in  that 
position  until  after  the  division  landed  in  Normandy  in  June  1944.  After  landing  he  became  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  G-3, 
of  the  VII  Corps  and  remained  in  that  position  until  January  1946. 

Subsequent  assignments  included  appointment  as  a  member  of  the  Joint  Operation  Review  Board,  under  the  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff;  Armed  Forces  Information  School  as  a  member  of  the  faculty;  3rd  Infantry  Division,  Fort  Benning,  as  Commanding 
Officer,  Division  Artillery;  member  of  the  faculty  at  the  Command  and  General  Staff  College;  National  War  College;  1st 
Cavalry  Division  Commander;  Chief  of  Special  Warfare,  Department  of  the  Army;  Director  of  Organization  and  Training, 
Office  Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  for  Military  Operations,  Department  of  the  Army;  Chief  Joint  Military  Assistance  Advisory 
Group,  Korea  (Provisional) . 

From  Korea,  he  was  assigned  to  Fort  Ord,  California,  where  on  20  January  1961  he  assumed  command  of  the  U.S.  Army 
Training  Center,  Infantry,  and  Fort  Ord. 

General  Troxel  has  been  awarded  the  Legion  of  Merit,  with  Oak  Leaf  Cluster;  Bronze  Star  Medal,  with  Oak  Leaf  Cluster; 
Legion  of  Honor  and  Croix  de  Guerre,  with  Palm  (France) ;  Order  of  Leopold,  with  Palm;  Croix  de  Guerre,  with  Palm 
(Belgium) ;  and  Order  of  Fatherlands  War  (Russia) 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Miss  Lucy  Pratt  Reynolds.  They  have  a  son,  Roy  Reynolds  Troxel. 


BRIGADIER  GENERAL  STANLEY  R.  LARSEN 

DEPUTY  COMMANDING  GENERAL 


Stanley  Robert  Larsen  was  born  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  11  November  1915.  He  was  graduated  from  the  United  States  Mili¬ 
tary  Academy  in  1939. 

Prior  to  World  War  II,  he  served  as  a  company  officer  and  company  commander  with  the  2  5th  Division,  Schofield  Barracks,  T.H. 

From  7  December  1941  to  the  conclusion  of  World  War  II,  he  served  with  the  3  5th  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  2  5  th  Division. 
During  this  period  he  advanced  from  company  commander  of  a  heavy  weapons  company  to  regimental  commander.  He  par¬ 
ticipated  in  all  four  of  the  campaigns  in  which  the  2  5th  Division  was  involved  in  the  Pacific  during  World  War  II,  earning 
the  Distinguished  Service  Cross  as  well  as  the  Silver  Star  for  gallantry  in  action.  From  1942  to  1944  he  rose  from  captain 
to  colonel. 

Subsequent  assignments  included  that  of  instructor  at  the  Infantry  School,  Fort  Benning;  War  Department  Public  Relations 
Department;  Command  and  General  Staff  College  at  Fort  Leavenworth;  Chief  of  the  Pictorial  Section,  Public  Information 
Division,  United  States  Army;  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  General  Staff,  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army;  Aide-de- 
Camp  to  General  J.  Lawton  Collins,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  July  1951. 

Other  assignments  took  him  to  the  Basic  Airborne  Course  at  Fort  Benning;  commander  of  the  32  5th  Airborne  Infantry 
Regiment  of  the  8 2d  Airborne  Division;  Deputy  Chief  o.f  Staff,  and  later  Chief  of  Staff,  of  the  XVIII  Airborne  Corps;  grad¬ 
uate  of  Army  War  College;  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Operations,  Allied  Forces  Northern  Europe,  Oslo,  Norway;  Assist¬ 
ant  Division  Commander  of  the  10th  Infantry  Division  in  Germany;  Assistant  Commandant  of  the  U.S.  Army  Infantry 
School;  Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  for  Plans  and  Operations  of  the  Eighth  U.S.  Army  in  Korea. 

On  17  October  1960,  he  was  assigned  to  the  United  States  Army  Training  Center,  Infantry  and  Fort  Ord,  California. 


Started  Basic  Training:  19  December  1960 


Graduated:  25  February  1961 
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1st  Lt.  Clayton  C.  Harlee 
Company  Commander 


Col.  Pierre  D.  Boy 
Brigade  Commander 


Lt.  Col.  Jack  E.  Smith 
Battle  Group  Commander 


2nd  Lt.  A.  Boucher 
Training  Officer 


2nd  Lt.  William  U.  Walsh  2nd  Lt.  Peter  L.  Mann 

Training  Officer  Platoon  Leader 


John  Nick 
First  Sergeant 


M/Sgt.  Bennie  C.  Ellington 
SDI 


M/Sgt.  Elliott 
Training  NCO 


M/Sgt.  E.  Hernandez  SFC  Bobby  G.  Vest 


Sgt.  John  J.  Gallagher  Sgt.  Henry  L.  Dunn 


Sgt.  William  Moore 


SFC  A.  J.  Evangelista  Sgt.  Andres  A.  Montoya 
Mess  Steward  First  Cook 


Sp/4  L.  J.  Banks 
First  Cook 


Ernest  L.  Adams 
Franklin  Aguila 
Ralph  D.  Aldrich 
Ellsworth  Ambuehl 
H.  L.  Andrews 


Mariano  B.  Apodaca 
James  Ashurst 
Willi  W.  Bahr 
Gerald  Baker 
Harry  A.  Barge 


PFC  J.  L.  Cook 
Second  Cook 


Pvt.  E-2  Gary  Lewis 
Cook 


Pvt.  E-2  A.  Liacopoulos  PFC  Charles  W.  Allen 
Cook  Company  Clerk 


Horace  R.  Batts 
Colin  Bearstail 
Carl  E.  Beers 
Peter  B.  Berendsen 
Jerold  L.  Bernardy 


Donald  F.  Best 
Raymond  H.  Beyer 
Jack  P.  Biotti 
Michael  D.  Bishop 
Daniel  P.  Bockes 


Loye  L.  Bohannon 
F.  K.  Boothby 
Carlos  Bracamontes 
Larry  C.  Brandvold 
Lyn  L.  Brasfield 


Richard  J.  Breda 
Jerald  G.  Brewer 
K.  L.  Brinkman 
John  W.  Burke 
H.  W.  Cameron 


Ovid  D.  Casey 
Gerald  L.  Caron 
Jose  F.  Castro 
Richard  M.  Cerri 
James  E.  Clark 


John  R.  Clark 
Ronald  R.  Cobb 
Dennis  E.  Coffey 
Earl  R.  Codings 
David  Colmenero 


Gareth  W.  Conner 
Randell  W.  Corley 
Oscar  P.  Cota 
P.  O.  Covey 
Harold  E.  Davidson 


D.  J.  Dettmann 
Robert  J.  Diaz 
Donald  R.  Dodd 
Talivaldis  Dumpis 
Hobert  Durham 


Ralph  E.  Elfman 
Elton  E.  Elliott 
Arthur  Q.  Esparza 
Ronald  Evans 
Wendelin  Fettig 


Robert  V.  Fierro 
Frederick  W.  Finke 
Harry  W.  Franklin 
J.  R.  Friedenbach 
John  J.  Gamble 


Gary  E.  Garbush 
Bichard  J.  Garcia 
David  H.  Gardner 
Philip  R.  Giesing 
Eskew  Goff 


David  Gordon 
Ronald  W.  Green 
Albert  Grijalva 
Donald  L.  Grindahl 
David  D.  Gubera 


James  M.  Haley 
Tommy  J.  Halford 
David  L.  Hanson 
William  Harden 
James  R.  Harvell 


Frank  E.  Harvey 
Alfred  G.  Haselrig 
Ernest  W.  Hazard 
James  T.  Heck 
J.  E.  Heckman 


Charles  W.  Heino 
L.  B.  Heller 
R.  D.  Henderson 
Mack  J.  Herrera 
F.  L.  Hollen 


Leroy  Hollinberger 
John  R.  Hopkins 
David  R.  Hosmun 
Lester  R.  Hudson 
Davie  Humphrey 


James  R.  Isbell 
K.  P.  Iversen 
David  B.  James 
G.  R.  Jelle 
D.  G.  Johnson 


R.  E.  Johnson 
Wendell  C.  Johnson 
W.  A.  Johnson 
William  E.  Jones 
C.  D.  Julian 


Dean  L.  Karges 
John  E.  Keith 
Larry  L.  Kelly 
George  F.  Knuckey 
R.  H.  Kobayashi 


Percy  J.  Kram 
W.  C.  LaFave 
Dennis  W.  Land 
John  LaRosa 
Arthur  R.  Lawrence 


C.  R.  Lewellen 
R.  Llewellyn 
K.  E.  Lofgren 
Lee  Look 
Edward  R.  Lopez 


Dale  A.  Lyski 
William  A.  Macy 
James  M.  Major 
Harry.  L.  Malette 
Theodore  Marts 


Bernard  D.  Mason 
E.  G.  Mathis 
Peter  Mayer 
David  W.  McClard 
W.  H.  McCrae 


G.  W.  McDowell 
John  J.  McFarlane 
Donald  L.  McNary 
W.  C.  McRea 
Valvin  D.  Meeks 


Paul  R.  Merlin 
Domenic  C.  Mezzetta 
Willard  A.  MUler 
Willard  H.  Miner 
Thomas  Miyasaki 
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Howard  M.  Moergeli 
C.  E.  Mumbower 
Leroy  H.  Myers 
R.  T.  Nagata 
Ray  W.  Neinast 


C.  A.  Nichols 
Raymond  P.  Nohegl 
Jackie  L.  Norton 
W.  F.  O’Donnell 
George  M.  Oerloessy 


Andrew  Ortega 
John  B.  Paetow 
W.  E.  Paris 
David  B.  Parker 
Randall  J.  Parmelee 


Edward  Pattynama 
Marlin  K.  Payne 
Nelson  Pena-Rivera 
Oscar  R.  Perez 
James  N.  Peters 


Roger  L.  Peterson 
S.  J.  Petrowski 
L.  B.  Posilippo 
Donnie  R.  Prather 
V.  L.  Prince 


W.  J.  Quinn 
Robert  L.  Rankin 
Dale  L.  Ray 
Gerald  Reineke 
Richard  Reineke 


Vernon  L.  Reinhart 
George  C.  Reller 
Harley  L.  Riggins 
Robert  D.  Riley 
Michael  G.  Ritter 


Samuel  I.  Roberts 
Melvin  V.  Robinson 
Armando  Rodriguez 
Pedro  C.  Romero 
Julio  L.  Ruffini 


Michael  H.  Russo 
Thomas  P.  Ryan 
Manuel  R.  Sanchez 
Eugene  L.  Sandau 
Douglas  Sande 


Kenneth  F.  Sawitzky 
D.  B.  Sbragia 
Robert  W.  Scheller 
Robert  H.  Schmidt 
Milton  J.  Schoof 


John  L.  Shockey 
N.  M.  Silva 
W.  B.  Simpson 
D.  W.  Skaugstad 
Nicholas  R.  Smith 


D.  Smyrnogiannis 
John  F.  Solano 
Sherman  J.  Soli 
Leonard  A.  Stanton 
Clifford  H.  Stapp 


Larry  D.  Stark 
D.  H.  Steigelman 
Bobby  R.  Stewart 
Dan  G.  Stotts 
Charles  R.  Stout 


R.  J.  Sullivan 
T.  J.  Sullivan 
Gerald  R.  Swanson 
Eddie  H.  Tanaka 
Charles  W.  Tandy 


David  K.  Scott 
Jay  L.  Sessler 
Raymond  Shamatt 
Gary  A.  Shaw 
M.  Shellenbarger 


Charles  R.  Taylor 
Lionel  A.  Terra 
Everett  M.  Thomas 
J.  E.  Thompson 
M.  E.  Thompson 


John  A.  Thomson 
Terry  A.  Turk 
L.  F.  Turner 
Leo  Turner 
K.  D.  Tuten 


James  Tweten 
Frank  J.  Van  Hoof 
J.  H.  Von  Kampen 
Ronald  J.  Veges 
R.  A.  Villalvazo 


R.  L.  Volk 
Ray  H.  Wadley 
K.  E.  Walker 
Foster  Wallace 
Thomas  C.  Watson 


John  B.  Weber 
Lewis  L.  Welkum 
David  C.  West 
E.  D.  Wetenkamp 
Rodney  J.  Wight 


Charlie  Williams 
Paul  D.  Williams 
Floyd  L.  Willmott 
Joe  H.  Wilson 
Gordon  R.  Wooden 


Otha  R.  Woods 
G.  S.  Yasukochi 
J.  R.  Zielinski 
Chester  R.  Hudson 
Norman  Jay 


Robert  E.  McCrory 
C.  S.  Revuelta 
Charles  S.  Stout 
John  W.  Stovall 


first  aid 
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history  of  fort  ord  (contd.) 


By  the  end  of  1941  more  than  $13,000,000  had  been  spent  and  the 
main  garrison  served  as  training  grounds  and  staging  areas  for  myriads 
of  American  troops  who  were  to  find  their  way  to  Africa,  Europe  and  the 
Pacific. 

It  was  at  Fort  Ord  that  these  men  prepared  to  hit  the  beaches.  It  was 
here  they  practiced  jungle  warfare,  hand-to-hand  combat,  and  most  of  the 
same  tactics  that  present-day  soldiers  stationed  here  experience. 

Among  some  of  those  units  that  were  stationed  here  was  the  3rd  Di¬ 
vision  that  hit  Anzio  and  then  went  tearing  through  Southern  France.  This 
also  was  the  home  of  the  27th  and  43rd  Divisions,  each  of  which  fought 
and  won  many  battles  in  the  Pacific.  At  one  time  more  than  50,000  troops 
were  stationed  at  Fort  Ord. 

Following  the  close  of  World  War  II,  activity  here  was  at  a  slower  pace, 
centering  around  the  Infantry  training  mission  of  the  4th  Replacement  Cen¬ 
ter.  This  was  the  framework  for  the  re-activation  of  the  4th  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion  which  assumed  the  role  of  training  soldiers  for  the  Korean  conflict. 

In  September,  1950,  the  4th  Division  was  replaced  by  the  6th  Division 
and  the  latter  continued  the  mission  of  training  troops.  The  6th  remained 
until  the  arrival  in  January,  1957,  of  the  5th  Division  from  Germany.  With 
the  inactivation  of  the  5th  in  June,  1957,  Fort  Ord  again  was  designated 
an  Infantry  training  center. 

Fort  Ord  was  named  a  permanent  Army  post  in  1940.  Its  westerly 
border  is  the  Pacific  Ocean's  Monterey  Bay.  It  is  only  a  few  minutes  from 
historically  rich  Monterey  Peninsula,  as  well  as  from  Salinas,  the  hub  of 
one  of  the  nation's  most  productive  agricultural  valleys.  San  Francisco  is 
120  miles  to  the  north,  while  Los  Angeles  lies  340  miles  south. 

Ultimately,  according  to  the  post's  master  plan,  the  entire  garrison  will 
be  composed  of  the  permanent-type,  concrete  barracks  in  which  many 
troops  are  now  quartered.  There  also  will  be  additional  permanent  ad¬ 
ministrative,  supply  and  recreational  buildings. 

The  Spanish  Conquistadors  and  the  Indians  who  roamed  these  hills  when 
Commodore  Drake  sailed  into  the  Bay  more  than  a  hundred  years  ago 
would  have  shaken  their  heads  in  disbelief  and  wonderment  if  they  could 
have  visualized  this  area  as  one  of  the  most  important  Army  posts  in 


America. 
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